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of decadent Olympianism and of still older superstition. His sketch provides 
an excellent introduction to the subject, and the brief bibliography at the end 
of the chapter will be found useful. 

The fourth essay, "The Last Protest," deals somewhat more briefly with 
the pagan reaction against Christianity in the fourth century. Professor 
Murray's appreciation of it is based largely upon Sallustius' treatise On the 
Gods and on the World, a translation of which forms a very useful appendix 
to the book (pp. 187-214). 

The work as a whole, in spite of certain disputable positions, is both inter- 
esting and informing. American classicists will find it a valuable addition to 
their working apparatus. 

Campbell Bonner 

University op Michigan 



Athenian Lekythoi with Outline Drawing in Matt Color on a White 
Ground. By Arthur Fairbanks. New York: Macmillan, 
1914. Pp. x+275, with 41 plates. $3.50. 

In 1907 Dr. Fairbanks, the director of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, 
published a work entitled Athenian Lekythoi with Outline Drawing in Glaze 
Varnish on a White Ground. The present volume brings the author's study of 
the white lecythi of the fifth century B.C. to a conclusion. Both volumes 
appear in the Humanistic Series of the University of Michigan Studies. 

The vases in question appeal to the modern student in several ways. They 
were used, more than any other class of vases, in connection with the rites of 
burial, and they came to be decorated almost exclusively with scenes relating 
to death and the worship of the dead. Thus, like the sculptured grave- 
monuments, they reveal the great ideal of gentleness and restraint in the 
presence of death. Then the best of the white lecythi afford lovely examples 
of Greek drawing. And the designs, being generally polychromatic, give us 
more help than do the designs of contemporary red-figured vases toward an 
appreciation of the higher art of mural painting and painting upon tablets of 
wood, as it existed in the fifth century B.C. 

Dr. Fairbanks' work is not intended for continuous reading. His aim has 
been to establish a system of classification, based upon similarities of style and 
technique, and thus to lay the foundations for a genuine history of the subject. 
Of each of the hundreds of specimens which he has examined he gives a detailed 
description after the usual manner of scientific cataloguers, while numerous 
"Conclusions" set forth at some length the basis of his classification. The 
volume before us, like its predecessor, is a storehouse of information and sug- 
gestion for the student of Greek vase-painting, as well as for the student of 
Greek life. It is not a little remarkable that the director of a great museum 
should have found the time and the strength to bring to completion so arduous 
an undertaking. 

F. B. Taebell 

University of Chicago 



